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Refugee Festival Scotland is an annual ten-day festival 
hosted by Scottish Refugee Council, featuring over 
160 events across Scotland. This year’s identity was a 
collaboration between myself and oil painter Nii Sackey. 
I built the strategy and art directed the final outcome. 
Six portrait paintings carry the festival’s identity — each 
representing a culture that has found refuge in Scotland 
across time. Every portrait is paired with a migrating animal 
native to Scotland’s landscape, celebrating the country’s 
timeless spirit of hospitality. The identity follows a flexible 
tile-based format. 
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Find out more about the project here!
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Scottish Refugee 
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Funded by Film Hub Scotland and Screen Scotland
A special edition of the identity was featured on the front cover of The National 

https://www.anupajoshy.com/refugee-festival-scotland-2026




Six Cultures
Six distinct portraits by Nii Sackey carry 
the identity of this years festival. Scotland’s 
history tells us that the Scots have always 
been open to refugees for a very long time.

I wanted to highlight the timeless hospitable 
nature of Scotland by showcasing six different 
cultures who found refuge here across time. 

Whether that’s people from Chile in the 1970’s 
to the most recent people from Ukraine 
fleeing the war. 

I also added patterns from the respective 
cultures to the portraits. 

Ukraine Pakistan Sudan

Chile Syria Afghanistan 



The portraits also feature animals that migrate 
to, from and within Scotland at various times 
of the year looking for better food, shelter and 
environments. 

Puffin - North Sea, Iceland and Greenland
Red Deer - Within Scotland
Whooper Swan - Iceland
Willow Warbler - Saharan Africa
Osprey - West Africa
Red Admiral Butterfly - Southern Europe and 
North Africa

The final identity of the festival celebrates 
Migration as an earth right for all species. 

Puffin Red Deer Whooper Swan

Willow Warbler Osprey Admiral Butterfly

Six Species





The National Feature
As a part of the festival, we were invited to collaborate with the National 
newspaper to create a special edition front cover to launch the festival. 
This is only the second time they’ve ever commissioned artists to change 
the front cover. It was released across the country on June 12th this year. 

Nii Sackey painted the same figures from the brand identity why I added 
the type composition behind the characters and the flags. We wanted to 
invoke hope and celebration, especially during the recent anti-immigrant 
protests happening across the UK.

We also had a written and photo feature inside the newspaper about the 
work we’ve done for the festival.




