INTERCULTURALISM
IS DEAD

A hand-crafted publication challenging intercultural
dialogue in the UK, spotlighting the Syro-Malabar
community of Kerala, India through bilingual Malayalam-
English typography and deliberate Maximalism. Produced
across risograph, screenprint, gold foiling, and varied paper
stocks — each chosen intentionally — the archive weaves
Immigration stories, cultural intersections and personal
critique through a decolonised design language.
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The important part of an Indian Christian mar
tying of the Thali (Minnu), similar to the Mang:
Hindu marriage. The Thali is a leaf-shaped pem
cross made of beads in the centre. The groom tie
around the neck of the bride.

O F T AWY

A heartfelt conversation of
home and food with three
creatives from Kerala after
a day of shared cooking.

Anupa

What dizh did you make loday? Wh
did you make these two particular
dishes?

Chinmay

| made mutta puffs and mory. Puft
are quite famous back home You -
by it from any bakery. It's a commi
snack people buy. It you're buying
something from the bakery, it's usu-
ally this puff. Egg Puffs are the mos
popular one because it's affordable,
but also filing. Chicken puls ara
mora expansiva than the egg one a
the veq puffs are not that good. It's
one of the things you crave when yi
talk about home. if you feel hungry,
you just go and buy a puffl

And for mory, it's one of the easies
things to make. U's basically a spice
yoqurt. It makes the rice very fla-
vored. it goes well with anything! St
rice and moru, its easy and also ads
80 much flavour

Anupa
Did you eat moru a lot back home?

Chinmay
It's & dish that's always thera? |
obwiously made the easiest version

sionary activity of St. Thomas the ﬁ*.Frﬁ',?h‘,- believed to ho

i ies 1 WU e R al B NE IO B
Cucumber lo it, Coconut mitk

Anupa
PineappleT | haven't heard of that
VETSian

MOI u SPICED YOGURT

INGREDIENTS

2 oupa Cuvd (or Yogurty
1-1/8 cupa Water

Btap chopped Ginger
Stap chopped Qarlio

1 shopped Grean Chilll
2-3 rirted Ried Chilll (or crghed Chilll
flakes)

Lignap Thrmenas powder
1tap Mustard seeds

1 sprig Curry leaves
Etap Coronub &l

Balt o taste

DIRECTIONS

1. Whisle the yofurt to & loosd silly texmnire by
adding some water

£, Heat covonur oil in & pan then add the mustard
seeeds wridl Jet it oraokie.

S Add greenehiill, ped chilll, ginges aod parlic
and lighthy santa.

4. 'Toas the trmerhe and Naah oy hefore adding
the carry leaves

5. Keep the hest low, and slowly add the whisked
yogurt lnko the pan.

8. Keop gtirring, tmkil the yogurt beoommng Just
warin And starts o bubble. Male sure you don™s
bring It to & badl to aveld curdling

avE arrived

1 the Molabar Coast (present-day Kerala) in the 1t ce

aid to have established seven chy ches fl-:_:rmjpn'l.L;H- i

wroce tho

huring his time in India, and he helped in the -anversan of
Hindu and Jewish families to Christianity

IF's interesting to note that Instead of accepting a new rel
what it is. the Syro-Malabar Community Intertwined the famili
lliar into a uniqua form of Christianity. It's &

lior and

ssential a beoutiful

blerd of Hindu, Christian and Syrioc traditions
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The Malayalam Keyboard The Syro-Malabar Cross My Hometown Church Personal Archive
Screenprint - Plastic Banana Leaf 7T0GSM Gold Foiling - G.F. Smith Hot Pink 270GSM Risograph - G.F. Smith Takeo Tela Pine 80GSM Photo Print - G.F. Smith Max Natural Matt 120GSM
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Recipe Cards Information on Kerala Blessed Plate Ticket Glossary Terms
Digital Printing - G.F. Smith Madarin 175GSM Risograph - Candy Pink 80GSM Digital Printing - Neon Pink One-sided 6OGSM Digital Printing - G.F. Smith GMund Bier Lager 175GSM



Pothichoru

The form of the publication is inspired by the concept of the Pothichoru.

Pothichoru is a traditional South Indian packed meal featuring steamed rice, side dishes, all
wrapped up inside a banana leaf. lat's a form of sustainable and community-led practice. It
creates an ethos of equality and egalitarianism where the home cook who packs the food and
the person who ends up eating it do not know each other’s caste or religion

|

oge
AN

s RWANISATION NP0 carkD

(Lo SSARY F“'m
STRIP gtsu WRARH INFo
oN KRALA

f

R\\lmunn\

&._.

Red &

Riso 4RATH
CHVREH
BookL&T




Neon Pink
Candy Pink

Similarly, the publication is presented on a screen-printed banana leaf, the small printed assets
picked apart like one would when eating from the packaged meal. The colours and textures of the
main paper stocks are inspired by the colours of food inside a pothichoru.

Speckled white paper for the rice transitions to the mellow yellow - Syro Malabar Part
Mellow yellow transitions to a bright red - UK & Immigration Part




Printing Processes
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Risoprint

This six-page booklet talks about the old
church from my hometown. Most of its
history is recorded on horizontal strips of
palm leaves. Since the Malayalam language
is curved in nature, it was easier to inscribe
on the texture of palm leaves.

This booklet pays homage to the age-old
technique and the selected paper mimics
the palm leaft.

Stickers

The publication includes documentated high-
quality photographs from my hometown.
Since the main paper stock did not allow for
coloured high quality printing, | used stickers
instead. The publication hosts a number of
delicately folded strips of paper and pop-ups
with stickers on them.

Gold-Foiling

The colour that stands out the most across
this community is the colour gold, hence,
this colour and technique is used extensively
across the publiction. This pink card in
particular talks about the Nasrani cross, a
unique cross that is a blend of Hindu and
Christian symbols.

Spray Painting

Another aspect of the project to support

the publication is a decolonised cream

tea ceremony. After acquiring numerous
crockery from charity shops across Glasgow,
| spray painted motifs and colours from the
Syro-Malabar community on the surface ot
the crockery.




AR ATV — B T Field Trip & Text Explorations

As a part of this project, | decided to conduct a thorough field trip to submerge myself into the
culture and community that later informed my publication. This involved taking part in cultural
events and documenting everything, especially during the main testival.

| brought back magazines and tlyers to study them in detail. Most of them contain different
colours, numerous fonts and even different grids and justified text, all on the same page. This

observation made me intentionally move away from the western minimalist approach to
something more colourful and loud in nature, closer to maximalism.
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