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A data humanism project visualising three unplanned 
human interventions in Bangalore’s local ecosystems — 
water hyacinth invasion, metro-driven deforestation, and 
atmospheric sulphite injection. Inspired by Giorgia Lupi 
and Elizabeth Kolbert, the project combines collage, digital 
portraiture, and hand-crafted data visualisation to make 
environmental data feel intimate and locally grounded.

2023Self-initiated

The project was longlisted by the Data Visualization Society for the Information is 
Beautiful Awards 2024. Humanitarian category

https://www.anupajoshy.com/namma-intervention






Data Portrait 1
INTERVENTION 1
Water Hyacinth introduced by the British in Indian lakes for Ornamental purpose

INTERVENTION 2
Removal of Hyacinth by Physical/Chemical means to halt growth

PHYSICAL MEDIA DEMONSTRATION
Paper Layering
8cmx4cm



Data Portrait 2
INTERVENTION 1
Tree cutting for Namma Metro Line Phase 1 & 2

INTERVENTION 2
Tree Transplantation Drive

PHYSICAL MEDIA DEMONSTRATION
Assemblage Art of Bangalore
22cmx16cm



Data Portrait 3
INTERVENTION 1
The IT capital sparked rapid urbanisation, vehicular movement & infrastructure

INTERVENTION 2
Atmospheric Sulphite Injection

PHYSICAL MEDIA DEMONSTRATION
Paper Stitching
15cmx15cm



Water Hyacinth Bangalore Metro Geo-Engineering

Intervention 1 Intervention 2 Intervention 1 Intervention 2 Intervention 1 Intervention 2

Aesthetics Killing biodiversity, 
clogging waterway, 
oxygen depletion 

Bellandur lake, Hebbal lake, Ulsoor lake, Jakkur lake

Widening roads, 
construction of metro 
lines

Rise in land temperature, 
loss of habitat, time to 
re-grow trees

Industrialization Global warming

18th century (1890 apprx) Earliest mention in 1988 - 
Ongoing

Phase 1 (Baiyappanhahalli to Mysore Road/ KSR 
Bangalore) & Phase 2 Metro Line (Nagasandra to 
Yelachenahalli)

Nation-wide

2011 Ongoing 1911 in Bangalore Near future

Ornamentation of lakes 
introduced by the British 
Empire

Physical, Chemical & Bio-
logical removal (via insect 
introduction)

Deforestation Tree transplantation Rapid Urbanization, 
Vehicular movement, 
IT infrastructure

Atmospheric sulphite injection 
in the stratosphere to create 
reflective barrier against the 
sun to reduce temperature. 
Annual injections required 

Signs of pollution, 
water loss, oxygen 
depletion, killing 
biodiversity, blocked 
waterways, breeding 
ground for malaria

Biomass rot, chemicals 
contaminating water, 
increase in water toxicity 
(plants were helpful to 
remove heavy metals like 
copper, mercury and lead 
from sewage)

Rise in land temperature, 
loss of habitat, time to re-
grow trees

Costly, time consuming 
process to develop full 
canopies (if not cared 
for properly, chances of 
survival can go down to 
0% from 40-60%)

Extreme temperature 
fluctuations, changes in 
rainfall patterns, all levels 
of pollution, air toxicity

Can affect cloud & rainfall 
patterns, India’s monsoon 
can decrease by 12%, can 
cause catastrophic changes 
if stopped immediately, only 
effective if carbon emissions 
are cut alongside

90% Unreliable to 60% 40% Only 5-10% trees 
transplanted

68 (PM2.5) No guaranteeSuccess Rate
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